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The ‘‘eck is senulng many. of its editorial team to Irishton this

veer in order to give adequa te covera~e to the Conference, In
¢ itiocn to this, ibe‘ﬂépk will also be co-operatings -ith other
eft menbers of the Labour Tarty in the production of the Zdaily
inforrwation bullevin, '“riefing.'
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tiith so many comrades actively enraced we have decided To issue

no copy of The lleek during the period of the Confererce. Instead

our next isrue, on 6th Octomer will te an eniargecd dcouble volume
n - - o

in which a larre section will bhe d voted to news and cnzlyses of
the Conference dehates and resolutions.

from Peter 3nith

The “heffield Croup has begun to meet regularlv acain a’cter an
interval curlhu the sum.er. L left stratery to fight the econonic
pclicies of tThe Tabour Covernment, and in particular the incresasing
unemnloynent, was the culject under discus=ion. The Croup arreed
thot 1t is still imperctive to continue to defend jobs throygh

vorls shearin. llogt necobers considered that the demand feor "the
right to worlk" chould be the basis of a left program e in tae
conlng period, In addition the Croup helieved that treie urion-

ists should not agree to any action which would affect worlting
conditions without o full disclosure of the finencial infornetion
on which the decision was based. lMost of the Croup contriuted
to the discussion, vhich included statements from Ceor-ec Caborn,
i cay

Uick Howard and Teter Smith. The next mectin~ will ™e
20 Uctober in the Ztation Hotel, Wicker, and will discu
Party Conference.

VIELHAN LAEHIBITION VISITS SaICHTON DURIre

e Dertrand us~ell Teace Foundation'

of the Vietnun VYaor will be shown et Tbe o
Queens load, osrighton, on Tuesiay, lednesdar,
5th and 6th of Cctober, from 10.00 am to C.3%C

N

the Iizthibition was first shown at

ckpool,
ored by over twenty trade unions. After “ri

comience a nationwide tour.




Editorial : THE LEFT AT BRIGHTON

A mere year separates the Blackpool and Brighton Labour Party Conferences, but
what fantastic differences there will be between the two events. Last year
there was a genuine ovation when Wilson entered the hall: only the consistent
left wing and the T&GWU delegates sat nn their hands during almost orgastic
scenes of hero worship. The response was genuine in the sense that it express-
ed the feeling of elation that at last Labour had come to power, The people
who applauded Wilson were not all right wingers. Many did not want to see the
repitition of the obvious faults and vacillations of Labourts first year in
office, At Brighton the clapping will be far more restrained. Those who
clung to their illusions last year will be more thoughtful.

This year the platform will be defending not the poliey of expansion but that of
deliberately and openly creating unemployment, and this year's conference will
be lobbied by the first victims of Labourts "Sack 'em" policies, Those who had
doubts last year will, this year, be angry. But, alas, many of those who were
angry last year will be nowhere to be seen,

In working their tactics at Brighton the left wingers can fall inteo twe traps
which in essence anount to the same thing: accepting defeat in advance and
trecognising' Wilson's right to rule the roost in the Labour Party. Mistake
number one is that of withdrawing from the fray under the smokescreen of radical
phraseology. Those who talk of building a new movement based on industrial
struggles should consult their history books: they should weigh up carefully
the experience of the pre—19l4/18 war synicalist movement, which could call
conferences on workers! control attended by hundreds of trade union delegates.
The railwaymen and miners who had taken part in extremely militant strikes
under revolutionary syndicalist influence, went away to the war completely
captivated by Jjingoism. There are many examples to back up the thesis that it
is absolutely necessary to combine industrial and political struggle, and that
it is impossible to jump over historical stages. The workers will not break
with their traditlonal party except under the influence of cataclysmic events;
and when they do they go through many stages of development.

To abandon the fight inside the Labour Party whilst the overwhelming majority

of the working class still see it as the only vehicle for their political

expression is to abandon the working class to Wilsen, Whilst ever the working

class identify themselves with the Labour Party the task of left wingers is to -
fight to remain in this party; not at the expense of principles but in order to

remain politically with our class. “hen Wilson claims to speak in the name of

the Labour Party we need to be able to say: "Wilson lies: he speaks only for the

right wing which is politically opposed to the entire raison dletre of the

party." How can we say that if we pull ourselves out and leave the field to hin?

The second mistake has sometimes been called "left-footism" (no pun intended).
It is based on the thesis that in order to fight effectively one must choose
those issues where the maximum number of votes can be won against the platform
and the most number of positions can be won by oppositionists., The theory falls
down one one point: if one is faced by a determination to gallop as fast to the
right as possible, the application of this method leads to one being dragged
along to the right at exactly the same rate. If one confines oneself to being
a single pace to the left of Wilson, one becomes in stages his left foot !
Indeed the one he sometimes leans on §{ To abandon the fight on principle for
fear of lack of votes means to hand over the party to the right. We need to
generate an equal pressure to push it to the left. If the MPs are subject to
the stifling and constricting pressures of Parliament, we need to subject them
- in an intelligent way - to a pressure from the left,

(ver /




The Left at Brighton / continued

At Brighton the left must fight intelligently but firmly for the conscience
cf the party. To gain "victories" like the Vietnam decision at Blackpool is
a complete waste of time. Of course we want to get the maximum number of
votes, but not at the expense of capitulation. A victory gained at the
expense of pretending to stand for something other than we do is not victory:
it assists the rightward evolution of the party. The lesson of the two
years 1is clear: all the manoeuvres, all the "careful" tactics and vote- v
catching gimmicks have not stopped this Government from evolving to the right
faster than any other Govermment in history. To try to halt that evolution
we need to stand firm, That is what the left should do at Brighton.

VIETNAM PROTEST MARCH TO TRANSPORT HOUSE ON EVE OF CONFERENCE

On 7ednesday 28th September, Vietnam Solidarity Campaign members and supporters
merched from the Victoria Embankment to the Labour Party Headquarters at
Transport House where the following letter was delivered to Len Williams, the
gecretary of the party:

"Zver-growing numbers of British people are becoming disgusted with the pclicy
cf the present Labour Government in supporting the American Johnson admini-
stration in its war of aggresseionin Vietnam. So far, only a small propor-
tion of the population realise the extent of British involvement and complicity
and we consider it our duty to make certain facts known to the British public
so they can pass judgement on the Government. The British people have been
norrified by the many stories and photographs which have appeared in the British
tress illustrating the atrocities perpetrated by Marshall Ky's forces. e
intend to meke known to the British people that British officers are actively
engzzed in training these selfw-same forces in the art of jungle "counter
irsurgency" warfare in Malaya. We are going to make known to the British
recple the extent of British involvement in Thailand in protecting and helping
to build :rericen bases from which a very high proportion of the raids on

North Vietnanm tske place. Many other incidents of British physical involvement
ir the wzr can be given, not to speak of the spineless parroting of American
argurients sbout the war which emanate from British Government sources. More-
over, the econcric consequences of the British Government's foreign policy

are lezding to sackings, unemployment and a lower standard of living for the

rt lavour leadership have, by their Vietnam policy, betrayed the

i upcn which the Labour Party was formed. What would Keir Hardie,
Georce lensbury and other Labour pioneers make of all this? Even Ramsey
liacDonald -~ vho went to prison for his pacifist beliefs - would have rejected
these policies. 3But Mr, Wilson and his tean (many of whom have forgotten every-
thing they szii =nd stood for in their ildermaston days) are not the Labour
Party. snother =aspect of the Labour Party is shown in the huge number of
resclutions on " .zinam down for discussion at next week's Labour Party annual
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conference. The cvervhelming majority of these resolutions are highly critical
of the present policy of the Government. ‘e pledge our solidarity with those
in the Labour Party vho are fighting ~ often in the face of expulsion threats
to reverse Labour Party policy. These are the people who represent the true
traditions of the Lahour Party and we wish then every success."




NO WAGE FREEZE FOR SIR GERALD AND THE ICI SHAREHOLDERS from Geoff Coggan

Sir Gerald Nabarro strongly criticised ICI last week for its handling of
applications for the company's £60 millinn loan stock issue., Sir Gerald
was apparently very bothered about equality of opportunity - equality, that
is to say, for the exclusive body of ICI shareholders, Some had apparently
received their application forms later than others,

"These forms are virtually pound notes", Sir Gerald added. "According to
stockbrokers every £100 worth bought could be worth £107 by the end of next
week,  ICI should have sent them by recorded delivery.” He himself had
applied for £6,000 worth which, on his own reckonging, should bring him a
comfortable, undeserved and unworked-for £420.

BANKERS'! CONTROL FOR STATE STEEL

Alan Rooney's article on "Aircraft - Bankers! or Workers' Control", in the
last issue of The Week is worth re-reading in the light of the announcement
of the appointment of Lord Melchett to the organising committee which is to
precede the National Steel Corporation, Rumours that he is, in fact, to

be appointed to the chairmanship of that committee have hardly been dispelled
by his statement that "it would not be right for me to say whether I would
accept the chairmanship." Lord Melchett is a director of the merchant bank
of H, Samuel & Co,

The subsequent ahnouncement of the appnintment of Ron Smith, the postmen's
leader is also ominous from the point of view of workers! control. The
usual mixture of jobs for the city and jobs for the boys seems to be in the
’)ffingo

CSE _IN THE SOUTH WEST from Tom Nicholls

‘CSE branches have. now been established in Bristol, Cardiff and Gloucester
and local committees are now in the prncess of preparing their autumn pro-
gramme. Cardiff intends to concentrate on problems of local politics such
as comprehensive education. Bristol CSE has already arranged a joint series
of meetings with the Bristol Labour College, details of which will be gring
out shortly, Alsc planned is a week~end school on the background to the
wage freeze,

HARLAND & WOLFF ENQUIRY CALLED FOR from a Belfast correspondent

Shop stewards have called for a public enquiry into Harland & Wolff at
Belfast in view of the crisis in the shipyard and the frustration of workers
who how find their jobs in jeopardy.

£7,000 SALARTES FOR AMERICAN CONSTRUCTICN WORKERS IN VIETNAM

The 'Daily Mail! reported last week that seven hundred US workers on airfields
in Vietnam have been promised up to £350 in bonuses if they behave themselves
and abstain from drunkenness, marijuana and pornography. The bonus is
additional to a salary nf £7,000, which it would take the average Vietnamese
worker 210 years to earn,
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JIi CALLAGH(N COwn . IiMs TIE PMNY FUsH from 'Briefing!

Mr. Colloghan said:

tehh, (scys the Chancellor), 'but, you know, we have got to relate wages to
productivity, ond of course wages have been outrunning productivity.' How
does he arply this fto the public services? How does he cpply it to the
firemen? Have the firemen got to put out more fires before they can get an
increase in pay? Have the nurses got to henl more patients? Have the
teachers got to teach bigger classes? Whet folly it is to relate this to
productivity! Ve =11 know,those of us who are working in these fields,
thot the public services ond the seni-public services have never been in the
vangucrd of wage increases; they have always leogged behind the crarovan in
the rearguard. To tell public servonts and thos whose conditions are gove
erncd by ‘Yage Councils, thet it is they who are creating this nonsense, is
to put the cart before the horse.

Meocososssaaneso I nsk Conference to say to the Government thot we shall
resist this wrecking attempt which is pulling down o woge system of con-
ciliction aond negotiation mercly to cover up the blunders of the (..eoe..)
Party!s economic policy. There is no sclution to be found in the Govern-
nent's policy in this perticuler direction. They will have to return to
this system if they want public euployees ond employees in fields which cre
related to public service to feel that they cre being justdy dealt with.

It is this system of Whitley Councils which the Government proposes to
destroy. They hove paid much 1ip service to it in the past; they have
alveays soid, and we have alwoys argued, thot if this system is to succeed,
wage rgreements must be soacrosanct when they ore resched and orbitration
cwerds must be dnviolaoble. If this system is to succeed ond if it is to
Gepend upon wage agreenents being inviolcble and srbitration cwerds being
socrosenct, then this Government is guilty of brecking down this system and
wrecking something which has worked well for 40 years. 1In Zrnie Bevin's day
et the Ministry of Labour, of course, if there wes one thing he insisted upo
end one thing which trade union leclers have hod to insist upon with our
members for meny yeors, it is this, thot we too should regard woge cgreemcnts

. o invioleble, we, too should regurd them os socroscnct; we have had to
keep our share of the bargsain ns well. But now, of course, we have not
got Zevin ot the ldnistry of Labour: thnt rock unon which our industric

. relctions were founded, of inviol-bility, of the sacroscnct noture of these
cgreenents hos been swept cwoy
Meeecooweol promise this, thot in Perlicment, os legislotion is neeced to
decl with this naction, we shell resist it with 211 the power we command.
But it is no use relying upon z minority group of Lebour Fembers 8f Porlia-
ment to defend this situation; the only scfety for these workers, whether
they be industrial workers in Government estrblishments, whether their con-
ditions cre determined by Wnge Councils, whetner they be white collar workers,
iz in the return of a Lobour Government ot the enrliest possible moment. Let
that message go outt”

~

(Zxtreets from Jones C-1lloghen's s-eech for the N.3.C. moving resolution
opposiag the pay pouse 2t Lobourt's 1961 Conference :  2.10.61. L.P.C.
Blackpool. Report Pe 94~97)




THCONES POLICY 2E5>0LUTIONS. from !'Briefing!

There is clways z dranger at Conference that delegotes will combine their
resolutions into two big composites, one for the party leadership and the
other cgainst., It may suit the Governient for choice to be limited to a
straight appraval or rejection of its policies, but this is not how =
democratic porty should opercte. Delegates should therefore nnke sure

in the compositing committee that Conference will have before it con-
structive socialist resolutions which the Government will find it
¢ifficult to reject. This yenr there will no doubt be z composite res-
olution rejecting the governments incomes policy, early worning legislation
scueeze and freceze - the lot. It will probably be bosed on the ASSET
resolution (30). It is clso proboble thot the delegates will be persuaded
to meintoin the 3.T.U. (25) resolution supporting the Government. But
what of the rest? ‘

The Constructionnl Ingineering Union (29) concerns itself with lower paid
workers. This might be composited with resolutions such as those from
Surbiton (35), Dagenham (46 znd rmendment), Malton (49) =nd Nottingham
West (41) and cell in its finol form for effective price stsbilisation,
the statury ond permonent limitation of dividends, wo rkers' participation
in the control of industry and otlier things which the platform would

find it difficult to oppose; finclly demonding o socinlist policy based
on Clzuse Four.

inother composite might cnll for more effective plonning and - ropid

exmr nsion of socisl ownership n~nd heavy toxotion on uncarned incomnes as
such., The Government's incomes volicy will no Joubt be the moin issue at
the conference; nnd if conference does not cpprove the composite rejecting
government policy outright it wmry approve cnother that is critical and
constructive. It is importnat to have o constructive clternative on the

wn Y
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OUR_CLASSLES; SOCIETY - THE FACTS from 'Briefing!

Prices and Incomes Increases during 1965 :
RETAIL PRICES sesescens 449 per cent
WEEKLY WAGE RATES ......... 4.6 per cent
PROFITS AND DIVIDENDS ....... 13.0 per cent
Profits increased 280 per cent more than wage rates, REAL WAGES FELL.

Strikes - Gunter'!'s Red Herring: Days lost in induétry from different causes
in 1964 (the latest year for which figures are available) were as follows:

SICICNESS LR K BN B BN BN BU BN BV O AN B ] 285,610’000
INJIRY ' @6 &0 28000000 ’A‘ 20,880,000
STRIKES cerrerseesiess 2,275,000

The Family Expenditure Survey nf 1960 shows an INCREASE of relative poverty
over 1954.

Eighteen per cent of sample households representing 7.5 million people were
living in poverty. Of these, 2 million were living below the National
Assistance Scale, 2% millinn children (one in five) were living in poverty.




POST SCRIPT : TO THE CONSCIENCE OF MANKIND : Bertrand Russell

My appeal to the American Consclence poses to the American people the
relation of war crimes in Vietnam to their Government, society - to their
very lives., Not only the American people are confronted by these events.
So are we all., World opinion and world action must halt these vast
atrocities, or "Eichnann" will come to stand for Everyman., 'We," said
Eiclmarnn, "only provided the lerries."  "He who witnesses a crime in
silence, commits it", said Jose Marti.

Eichmann symbolises damaged humanity: those who do not know; those who

do not think; those who cannot care. Marti expresses the quick,
unfettered sense of human responsibility, of impatience with excuses for
horror and of contempt for moral evasion. Who, among us, is not a witness
to these crimes?

There can be few literate adults in the Western world unfamiliar with the
war in Vietnam waged by the United States Government. The mass media of
comminications, notably television and news magazines, have displayed
unremittingly the most graphic evidence of atrocities carried out by
American forces and those responsible to them in Vietnam.

Photographs showing mutilation and torture of villagers and National Lib-
eration Front prisoners have appeared on the front pages of the New York
Times, New York Herald Tribune, the Washington Post arid innumerable other
newspapers and journals, Newsweek, Iime, Life and Look magazines have
carried large nunbers of photographs of American forces engaged in
operations in Vietnam with phosphorus, poison gas, chemicals and napalm.
Such captions as "Smoking out the Vietcong: phosphorus more deadly than
gas", have accompanied pictures in these journals.

The bombardment of hospitals, schools and tuberculosis sanatoria has been
recorded unselfconsciously. The mere compilation of the photographs,
reports and data from the Western Press affords a list of crimes as
terrible as many of the acts for which Germans were executed at Nuremberg.

Chief Prosecutor Justice Jackson of the United States Supreme Court said
in his opening statement at the Nuremberg trials: "The real complaining
party at the bar is civilisation. Civilisation is asking whether law is
so laggard as to be utterly helpless to deal with crimes of such magnitude
as Germany's .... Civilisation expects this Tribunal to put the forces of
international law, its precepts, its prohibitions and most of its sanctions
on the side of peace."

The precedent of Nuremberg has direct relevance to our present situation.
This was again articulated by Justice Jackson: "Certainly no future lawyer
or nation undertaking to prosecute crimes against the peace of the world
will have to face the argument that the effort is unprecedented and,
therefore, by inference, improper.”

In holding a War Crimes Tribunal in 1966 we maintain that our situation is
analogous to the circumstances which made necessary the Nuremberg trials.
We feel as people felt twenty-five years ago when:Jews were being crammed
into gas.chambers. ~We are compelled to speak out, indeed. to cry out,
against crimes commitbed in Vietnam.
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We maintain that there is overwhelming evidence of a prima facie character,
evidence shown daily by the very media of communication of the Western
countries. This evidence supporting the charge of war crimes has induced
us to prepare the international Tribunal which will function as a commission
of enquiry.

What, then, is the nature of this Tribunal? Witnesses who are under accus-
ation are free to attend, but will not be compelled. It has no power to
sentence the accused or carry out penalties. It is not the spokesman of
any government, These facts rule out an adversary procedure because
without the ability to bring the accused to give evidence in their defence
a trial is impossible. A mock trial would not serve the needs of the
Tribunal, for its procedures would be inadequate to its purpose, The War
Crimes Tribunal will, therefore, be more an international commission of
enquiry which, as in the case of a grand jury, has prima facie evidence
sufficient to investigate the crimes it believes to have been committed.

The weight and impact of the Tribunal will be a result of the eminence and
representative character of its members. They will be men who are
unimpeachable and whom no-one could accuse of treating evidence inadequately
or unfairly. This point is emphasised because there will be some who will
say that those who believe crimes to have been committed cannot judge the :
evidence impartially. This is to confuse an open mind with an empty one.

We are not blank slates with no feelings or impressions. The Tribunal is
called into being because of a passionate conviction that terrible atrocities
and crimes against humanity are taking place at this moment against a small
people. The Tribunal, like the grand jury which brings an indictment,

will weigh evidence fairly but will hear that evidence because of its belief
that crimes are being committed,

There will be the most precise examination of the characteristics, proper-

ties and effects of the chemicals, gas and other weapons used in Vietnam.

More than two hundred witnesses and victims will come to testify from

Vietnam. Scientists who have studied weaponry will give evidence.

Doctors, nurses, newspapermen and witnesses will testify. DMotion picture

film and still photographs of the raids and the victims will be presented -
for the Tribunal's consideration. Documentary film will be made from the
testimony of the witnesses, the proceedings of the Tribunal and the evidence.

Tape recordings will be made of the hearings and pressed into gramophone :
records for wide distribution., Full data and testimony will be published.

The mere announcement of the Tribunal has led to the most widespread inter—
national interest and support. Spontaneous actions in favour of the
Tribunal have taken place in many countries, Petitions calling on people
everywhere to support the Tribunal are being circulated prior to the
hearings. Committees of support are being formed in many countries.
Teach-ins, debates and meetings concerhing the Tribunal are being organised.
Funds are being collected., Badges and stickers are being distributed. By
such means as these it is becoming clear that a considerable mandate is
being produced for the Tribunal proceedings. These proceedings will last
twelve weeks and will take place in Paris,

The initiative in forming the War Crimes Tribunal is that of the Bertrand
Russell Peace Foundation. We have sought to invite esteemed and accomplished
people who have made a special contribution to human civilisation.
Several of them are experts.in international law with particular
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knowledge and experience concerning war crimes. These latter include
Professor (Dr. Juris) Vladimir Dedijer of Yugoslavia and Lelio Basso, inter-
national lawyer and Editor of Internmational Socialist Journal.

Other members include: Gunther Anders, the Austrian writer; Simone de Beau-
voir and Jean-Paul Sartre from France; former President Lazaro Cardenas of
Mexico; Stokely Carmichael, National Chairman of the Student Non-Violent
Co-ordinating Committee in the United States; Professor Josue de Castro of
Brazil, former head of the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation;
Isaac Deutscher, the British historian; Danilo Dolci from Sicily; and Peter
Weiss, the Swedish playwright, It should be clear that the Tribunal is
geographically representative as well as prominent. Because of the eminence
of the Tribunal members, not all of them can be in Paris for twelve weeks.,
The legal staff of the Tribunal will take depositions from witnesses and
present findings to Tribunal members wherever they are. At the conclusion
of the hearings the judgement of the Tribunal will be printed. Support for
this judgement will be solicited on the most intensive and world-wide scale.

There are those who raise the question of violence on the part of the National
Liberation Front and the Vietnamese resistance to the United States. The War
Crimes Tribunal would no more think of considering as crimes the Vietnamese
resistance to American aggression than did the Nuremberg Tribunal treat the
rising of the Warsaw Ghetto, the struggle for survival of the partisans of
Yugoslavia, the resistance of Norway, the underground in Denmark and the Magquis
in France as worthy of condemnation. It was the Gestapo who were condermed
and not their victims. That assessment was central to the Nuremberg trials
themselves, and so it is with respect to the War Crimes Tribunal and Vietnam.

Although it is impossible to compel defence witnesses to appear, the Tribunal
is prepared to hear witnesses for the defence, but only those who have been
formally requested by the U.S. Government to appear on its behalf. Unauth-
orised witnesses cannot be accepted in defence of the United States' actlons
because they would inevitably be considered inadequate or unfair by the

U.S. Government, which would insist on regarding the matter of its defence
to be its own concern. The serious and solemn character of the Tribunal
proceedings require that Government approved defence only will be permitted
where the U.S. is concerned. For these reasons, I have written President
Johnson requesting him to appear in his own defence or designate persons to
come on his Government's behalf.

The Tribunal views its responsibilities to be to civilisation and to mankind.

Chief Prosecutor Justice Jackson of the U.S. Supreme Court had said at Nurem-

berg: "If certain acts and violations of treaties are crimes, they are crimes
whether the United States does them or whether Germany does them. We are not
prepared to lay down a rule of criminal conduct against others which we would

not be willing to have invoked against us.” This Tribunal was called in the

conviction that these crimes have again been committed and that judgement must
again be invoked against those responsible.

It is important to note that the NMuremberg Tribunal was conducted by victor-
jous nations against a defeated one. The international War Crimes Tribunal
has no victor's powers, nor any State authority. It holds a brief for the
decent feelings of people everywhere. The international investigating
committee will travel throughout Vietnam, gathering evidence. It will report
in November, 1966, in Paris. People of all countries: Help the War Crimes
Tribunal, Make it a Tribunal of the conscience of mankind,




25 YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR HJGO BLANCO  from Dave Windsor

Our last issue carried extracts from a report on the opening stages of the trial
of Hugo Blanco and others involved in the peasants' struggles in Peru., We
follow with a brief account of the final days leading up to the savage sentences
passed against Blanco and his co-defendants. The account is extracted from

World Outlook:

The Peruvian military authorities, acting as both prosecution and judge, sent-
enced Hugo Blanco, the peasant leader, to 25 years in the grim prison of El
Fronton. His co~defendent Pedro Candelo was given 22 years ... and six others
received sentences ranging up to 5 years. ... Up to the final moment on Sept
8, it was feared that the military might carry out the plan they had reportedly
envisaged - giving Blanco the death sentence. Evidently they reconsidered in
view of the reaction that was visible even in the small town court room of
Tacna where people lined up for admission ... and where the audience clearly
favoured the prisoners, at times expressing such sympathy that the judge had to
clear the dourt.

Despite the fierce repression in Peru and all the efforts to railroad the trial
through in a hrry in the remote town of Tacna, near the border of Chile, it
was clearly evident that nationwide sympathy for the prisoners was building up.
Fach day of the trial was featured in sensational headlines in the Lima press.
Despite the garbled accounts, the heroic stand of the defendants broke through
and ... echoed through the country. In addition, expressions of international
sympathy were mounting, If Blanco were condemed these could rise to a storm
of protest, Evidently the military decided that it was better to give a long
sentence in the notorious dungeons of El Fronton. In Peru, where students and
unionists were mobilising support for the defendants, the reaction to the trial
and long sentences was immediate. Meanwhile, abroad, Bertrand Russell and
Jean~Paul Sartre had joined the long list of distinguished figures appealing to
President Belaunde for an immediate amnesty.

When Hugo Blanco was placed on the stand he was questioned for 2 hours, but very
little of what he said concerning his political vieww and aims in the peasant
struggle appeared in the biased Peruvian press. ... He indignantly denied that
he had committed any crime and said that he was guilty only of initiating an
agrarian reform, "I am contented with everything I have done for the peasants
and I can now die tranquilly." At one point before the packed courtroom, Hugo
Blanco levelled an accusing finger at the consulting judge who had demanded the
death penalty. "If the death penalty is going to be applied against me," he
said, "then don't let a guard be the one to have to fire the shot, but the
auditor Fernandez -— with his own hand %" In face of the tumultuous response
of the audience the judge suspended the hearing.

Speaking for the defence, Dr. Batillana sought to bring out the huranitarian
aims of the defendants as well as their political views., He challenged the
jurisdiction of the court, stating that the charges should have been brought
before a civil court. The military, he said, had not only acted as the
prosecution but also as the judge. If the defendants were found guilty, he
said, he would take the case to the supreme court. Pedro Candela's attorney,
Doctora Laura Caller continued this line of argument ....

After recessing for 8 hours, the judge opened the final session. Sentences
of 2 to 5 years were passed on seven of the defendants. Candela was given 22
yearw, terminating 1985, Hugo Blanco was sentenced to 25 years, terminating
1988. He rose to his feet, "Tacna has passed down its sentence. The people
will soon hand down theirs. Tiepva o Muerte 1" ‘"Tierra o Muerte" responded
the audience, and the judge ordered the court to be cleared. Both Blanco and
Candela stated at once that they would appeal against the savage sentences.
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EXCHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEFN KEN COATES AND TRANSPORT HOUSE.,

Dear Mr., Williams. 23rd September, 1966,
I note with cyrprise that the Report of the NEC to Conference does not
appear to contain any reference at all to the disciplinary exertions of the
Organisation sub-committee in Nottingham. Since these are highly controversial
having resulted in the unconstitutional deprivation of rights of three members
of the Party, and in the upholding, in flat defiance of the constitution, of
my own expulsion, numbrous affiliated bodies of the party have assured me
that they wish to secure a full discussion upon them at Conference. Can you
kindly advise me as to the reasons for the failure of the Report to mention
matters of such importance, and as to whether some supplimentary document may
be submitted for the information of Conference at a later date?

I should be grateful if you would also assist me by forwarding my formal
request to Conference that I should be given a hegring on these matters. The
rights of membership in the Party are gravely threatened by the implications
of the treatment I have received at the hands of the Organisation Sub-Committee,
and I wish to appeal to Conference to hear my version of events before it
finally decides whether or not to sanction the N EC's decision to uphold my
expulsion. T shall be in attendance throughout Conference, and respectfully
place myself at the disposal of delegates.

Ken Coates.

Dear Mr. Coates 27th September, 1966.

The General Secretary has referred your letter of 23%rd September, 1966
to me as the officer responsible for dealing with correspondence relating to
disciplinary matters. In regard to your own expulsion I have to point out
that you were expelled by the General Committee of the Nottingham West Con-
stituency Labour Party on 9th November, 1965, under Clause XV section (3) of
its rules, and you exercised your right of appegl under this rule which reads as
follows:
'It shall be the duty of the General Committee of this Party on the advice of
the Executive Committee of this Party to take all the necessary steps to safe-
guard the Constitution, programme, principles, and policy of the Labour Party
within the Constituency. VWhere action is taken under this Clause involving
the punishment or expulsion of any organisation or individual or the exclusion
of any organisation of individual from membership, such organisation or ind-
ividual shall have the right of appeal against the punishment, expulsion or
exclusion ® the National Executive Committee which Committee shall have power
to confirm, vary, or reverse the action taken by the General Committee.'

You will note that this rule gives the National Executive Committee power to
make a decision on an appeal of this kind aend that it is not required by the
rules or Constitution of the Party to report its decision to the Annual Party
Conference. Your letter will, however, be placed before the National Executive
Committee when it meets on Friday next, 30th September, 1966.

Sarah Barker.

Dear Mr, Williams. 28th September, 1966.

To-day I re€eived from Miss Barker a reply to my letter of 23rd September
which I addressed to you. Her repdy raises a number of important matters, and
I would be grateful if you would draw these to the attention of the NEC.

It would be contrary to the principles of natural justice to rule that the NEC's
decision to uphold my expulsion is not a matter for which it is accountable to
Conference. Once the NEC upheld the West Nottingham action, it became an action
of the N.I.C. This action should be reported to Conference, like any other
disciplinary decision. More important, I should be allowed to contest it before




Conference, in exactly the same way as any other punished. person should have

the right to appeal against his punishment. It does not make the slightest
difference who initiated the action which was taken against me: once the NEC
stepped in to uphold it, the force of that body was placed behind the decision.
To argue otherwise would be to say that I had the right to join any othgr Con-
stituency Labour Party than the West Nottingham one, Is that what you are saying?
If you are, then I will avail myself of the opportunity, since a number of Party
organisations have indicated to me that they are willing to accept me into memb-
ership, But I think you do not argue from this position. If your decision
means anything, it means that you endorse the decision of West Nottingham to
exclude me, which in turn extends that exclusion to cover the whole territory
over which you hold sway. I wish to add that even if you rule that I can join

A

another ”LP I still wish to 33**511_2‘“ ‘nference against your decision to up-
Qp .rilsion, because that expulsion was wrongful, unconstitutional and
daia = "to my reputation. A cardinal principle of democratic justice anywhere

is that the judiciary should be separate from the executive. I have constantly
maintained this principle throughout this case: -and I only submitted to a hear-
ing by an executive functionary because I understood that in the event of biased
Judgre==t being given I should have the right of Appeal to Conference. This is
ceri2inly the impression given to all delegates to last years'! conference, when
insicad of discussing the motion of an Appeals Tribuanl, Conference was guided
by itz chairman into an elaborate dissection of the Dow case. If I have no right
to appeal to Conference, then I will never have been judged by persons indepen-
dent of the executive, This is a crucial matter and its implications go far
beyond my own involvement in it.

I consider that it is extremely unlikely that the NEC would have upheld my
expulsion if it had received an objective account of the case. Since according to
the very rule which Miss Barker's letter of the 27th September quotes, the expul-
sion was completely unconstitutional, the NEC has become involved in the sanction-
ing of unconstitutional behavious. My expulsion was never discussed, according
clause XV section 3, by the constituency executive. This fact can be confirmed
by reference to the minutes of that body, as can the fact that for all other
purposes the executive worked normally., Where, if not at Conference, can this
matter be adjudicated impartially? I submit that it is in the interest of the
NEC, no less than that of the Party as a whole, that the affair be properly
ventilated there. I would point out that if you agree to allow me to appear
before Conference, I would appreciate sight of two documents, in accordance with
the promise made by the NEC and passed to me by Miss Barker in her letter of 3lst
January, 1966. (The NEC have agreed that you shall have sight of any document
which is submitted concerning your expulsion.....) In flat breach of this
promise I have never béen shown the complaint sheet of the Nottingham Aldermen
against me, or Miss Barker's own Report on the investigation. Naturally If I am
to conduct an effective defence before Conference, I need these papers.

. - e

It is also necessary to point out that there was, conjoined with and to the dis-
advantage of my appeal to the NBC, an investigation into the affairs of the Not-
tingham City Party. This investigation met all one weekend, and used as a pretext
to confine my own hearing to the evening of the preceding Friday from 6.30 pm
until 2,30 a.m. As a result many of my witnesses were prevented from testifying
As the constitutionally elected President of the Nottingham Party, I was present
at this enquiry. The outcome was that the NEC took novel disciplinary sanctions
against three members, at the same time as it upheld my expulsion., None of these
matters figure in your Report. All of them, it seems to me, should become the
property of Conference, Although I raised this problem in my letter of the 23rd

September, Miss Barker's reply ignores it,
Ken Coates,




